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Abstract

This paper aims to identify the socio-cultural factors affecting the durability of contemporary housing in Iran
and explain the role of culture and beliefs of society in the longer useful life of housing architecture. The
nature of the research is applied and in terms of the research approach it is sutvey type (quantitative-
qualitative). In the first step, a list of socio-cultural criteria affecting housing durability was extracted from
the theoretical. In the second step, in order to verify and evaluate the extracted criteria, a questionnaire was
answered by experts using the Delphi technique. The third step was to measure the value of each of these
criteria and prioritize them by the people. The population of this questionnaire was about 210 people from
the general public who were randomly selected. In the fourth step, with the help of Analytical Hierarchy
Method (AHP) based on pairwise comparisons, the criteria found by the community of experts were ranked
and weighted. In the final step, the prioritization of people and experts was compared. In the two first steps,
ten cultural-social factors, affecting the useful life of housing were identified: a sense of belonging, flexibility,
modernity, media, playing the role of the operator in the design and construction process, social class and
dignity, neighborhood, access and local services of the city, spatial quality, and security. In the next steps, the
criteria found by experts were ranked and weighed by using analytic hierarchical analysis (AHP) based on the
pairwise comparison. The research findings were done through comparative summarization among people
and experts’ prioritization regarding socio-cultural criteria. The consensus of people and experts on the
importance of two security and spatial quality factors as the most important socio-cultural factors affecting
durability indicates the special influence of these two factors on individuals’ tendency for longer use of
housing.
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Introduction

According to the statistics and studies done in developed countries per year, the lifespan of a building is a
significant issue in the modern world. The reseatchers believe though durability was a fight against nature in
the past, it is now a struggle to preserve nature. Belief in the durability of buildings and the necessity of
reviving the culture of preserving and maintaining previous generations help to fight against capitalist
thought, which is highly interested in using natural resources (Touw, 2006: 3).

Various factors have affected the useful life of buildings over time. These factors include different climatic
or environmental, economic, political, physical, and other aspects, which are not included in the scope of this
study. This study has a considerable look at the socio-cultural aspects of the factors affecting the useful life
of contemporary housing in Iran.

Method

Five steps are used regarding the asked question to pursue this study it is done qualitatively for better
discovery and description of mental dimensions and meanings of the environment. In the first step, a list of
socio-cultural criteria affecting housing durability was extracted from theoretical literature through library
study and prepared in a frame of factors affecting durability. In the second step, a questionnaire was designed,
by using the Delphi technique and considered indicators to scrutinize and evaluate the extracted criteria.
The third step measures the value of criteria and their ranking by the public. The society of this questionnaire
comprised 210 people of society who were selected randomly. In this phase, the questionnaire was analyzed
using the hierarchical Friedman test, and the value of each criterion was determined by criteria, including
gender, age, income, education, and ownership. As a method for assessing decisionmakers’ opinions, AHP
is used in the fourth step.

To ensure all factors affecting housing durability, a questionnaire was designed in this step to assess the
accuracy of the factors derived from library resources. This questionnaire was filled out by 18 architecture
experts and researchers whose opinions are reported in Figure 1.
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Fig 1. socio-cultural factors of housing durability

Discussion and Conclusion

Ultimately, a comparative summarization was done between prioritizations by people and experts regarding
socio-cultural criteria as seen in figure 2. Ten socio-cultural factors affecting the useful life of housing were
identified in this research: a sense of belonging, flexibility, modernity, media, playing the role of the operator
in the design and construction process, social class and dignity, neighborhood, access and local services of
the city, spatial quality, and security. These factors were assessed in the opinion of people and experts and
then were determined in various categories based on their importance rate. Both people and experts agreed
on the importance of two factors of security and spatial quality as the most important socio-cultural factors
affecting durability indicating the specific influence of these factors on individuals’ willingness for longer use
of houses. One can increase the useful life of housing that results in natural, environmental, psychological,
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and thrift advantages by considering socio-cultural infrastructures and focusing on the factors found in this
study.
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Fig 2. Prioritizing the socio-cultural factors of housing durability in the opinion of experts compared to

people’s opinions
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Fig 1. Socio-cultural factors affecting the durability of housing
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Table 1. Checking the normality of the data
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Fig 2. Prioritizing socio-cultural factors of housing durability from the people's perspective
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Chart 1. The result of the hierarchical analysis of contemporary housing
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Fig 3. Prioritizing socio-cultural factors of housing durability from the perspective of experts
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Fig 4. Prioritizing socio-cultural factors of housing durability from the perspective of experts

compared to the public
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