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Abstract

From the eatly 20" century, the conservation of landscapes and specifically cultural landscapes confronted
numerous challenges both in practice and theory. Complexity and the broadening notion of the concept
of cultural landscape can be addressed as one of the main reasons for confronting these challenges.
Nevertheless, with the rise of the “Landscape Approach” in recent years, these challenges have been
partially resolved. While in many practical cases, the Modern Heritage Movement initiated the cultural
landscape discussion in the literature, the management approaches are not implemented effectively yet. In
this regard, the categorisation of cultural landscapes and their inscription on the World Heritage List have
been undertaken without a careful discussion of the management framework for them. This study initiates
a discussion on the Landscape Management Planning frameworks applicable for the Maymand Cultural
Landscape Management. Therefore, the existing Maymand Cultural Landscape’s Management planning has
been revised through an in-depth and comparative study with the Landscape Planning and Management
frameworks of UNESCO, IUCN, the National Park Service, and the European Landscape Convention.
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Introduction

Maymand Cultural Landscape was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2015. Although
this inscription is legitimized through MCTH's claim to protect it, the Maymand cultural landscape is
currently facing numerous challenges and controversies. Considering these challenges, the questions arise
“how can the framework for planning the cultural landscape of Maymand be revised to withstand these
threats?”, “Which attributes should be incorporated into the new all-inclusive framework for planning and
management of the Maymand Cultural landscape?” The present study seeks to answer these questions and

enhance the planning framework for cultural landscapes with special regard to Maymand cultural landscape.

This research is based on qualitative method and employs a logical reasoning strategy to develop a relative
understanding of the international cultural landscape conservation framework planning. Therefore, the
authors derived the discussion in the later sections with a review of the cultural landscape planning and
management frameworks adopted from research, expert studies, and international documents published in

this regard.

From the Introduction of the Cultural Landscape Concept to its Planning and Management

As illustrated in, the expansion of discourse and studies emphasising viewing cultural landscape as a
conservation approach managed to gain more success over the recent years because of its emphasis on the
tangible and intangible aspects of heritage conservation, attention to the dynamic nature of heritage, and
cultural landscapes, attention to the cultural significance of cultural assets, and the need for attention to the

context and settings in heritage conservation in the theoretical scope.

Fig. 1: The Evolutional Diagram of Cultural Landscape Concept’s Concept as a Category of Cultural Heritage to an

Approach in Cultural Landscape Conservation.
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The Cultural Heritage Conservation Planning Frameworks with a Landscape Approach at the
Global Scale

The implementation of a landscape approach visibly necessitates planning at a larger regional and trans-
regional scale to provide the chance to effectively understand and manage natural systems (Bandarin and
Van Oers, 2015, p. 8). In this regard, following Heritage Conservation and Management Frameworks based
on the Landscape Approach at the international level is crucial in the compilation of regional and local

instructions to conserve cultural assets.

While the general approach of the four studied institutions is relatively similar in this case, a general glance at
the components and key stages in the process of cultural landscape conservation planning and management
in the four institutions suggests that the compilation of a comprehensive cultural landscape management
plan must give special attention to the characterisations of each cultural landscape and its context. Thus, the
conceptual framework proposed by the present study to manage cultural landscape comprises nine steps

based on a compatison of the four approaches by the four mentioned institutions (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2: The Proposal Framework for the Conservation and Management of Cultural Landscapes based on four
international organisations including UNESCO, NPS, ITUCN, and ELC the Management and conservation of

Cultural Landscapes.
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Case Study: Maymand Cultural Landscape

The Maymand cultural landscape is classified as the “Evolving Cultural Landscapes” category within the
cultural landscapes categorization introduced by UNESCO in 1992 recognized for its significant global value
of V as a World Heritage Site. The declaration of its Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) states: “Maymand
is a pristine region containing evidence of various forms of interaction between humans and nature and
is a prominent and exceptional and outstanding example of a cultural landscape where traditional seasonal

three-stage migrations have persisted.” (ICHHTO, 2012).

Fig. 3: The buffer zone, and Main characteristics of Maymand Cultural Landscapes(ICHHTO, 2012, p. 7).

Maymand Cultural Landscape Conservation and the Planning Framework

This section aims to identify the planning framework for Maymand Cultural Landscape conservation based
on library documents, specifically the archive of the Maymand Cultural Landscape World Heritage database,

and numerous interviews (Lig. 4).
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Fig. 4: The Overall Framework of the Maymand Cultural L.andscape Conservation.

Results:
Revising on the Maymand Cultural Landscape Planning Framework

A fourteen staged framework was proposed to improve the Maymand Cultural Landscape Management
Planning Framework through a comparison to the framework developed from the integration of the

international version (Lig. 5).

Fig. 5: Improvement of the Cultural Landscape Conservation Management Planning Framework based on the

Improved Framework.

Conclusion

The findings of the present study can be found on three levels. The first, an optimal planning framework

consisting of nine steps or stages has been proposed based on a comparison of the four approaches
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proposed by the US National Park Service, the World Heritage Committee, the European Union, and the
International Union of Conservation of Nature. The second level focuses on identifying Maymand Cultural
Landscape Conservation and Management Planning Framework. The final level was the presentation of
the revised Maymand Cultural Landscape Conservation and Management Framework. A fourteen-stage
framework was proposed to improve the Maymand Cultural Landscape Management Planning Framework
through a comparison to the framework developed from the integration of the international version. The
stages of the framework include planning and initial measures, recognition of the rules on landscape and
initial supportive actions, recognition and documentation, evaluation of the cultural significance, vulnerability
assessment and landscape vulnerability, landscape vision compilation, the definition of management goals,
and evaluation of opportunities and challenges, preparing the draft for management plans, management
plan preparation, management plan development, and management plan and strategy revision, in the same

ordet.
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