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Abstract

Mosques in Islamic cities are one of the symbolic elements in the urban landscape that, while giving
identity and meaning to the urban environment, make the city readable and oriented; But the changes
and transformations created in the architectural structure and contemporary urban planning have altered
the shape and image to the position of todays mosques. In this research, which was conducted in an
analytical-comparative way, the authors investigate the role of contemporary mosques in the landscape of
today’s cities with the aim of improving the visual and semantic quality of urban landscapes. The statistical
population of the research is 78 students of Architecture and Urban Planning of Azad University of
Zanjan in the year 1400-1401. According to Cochran’s formula, the statistical population is 65 randomly
selected from the statistical population. The evaluations are based on the semiotic approach in the form
of three dimensions “physical”, “functional” and “meaning” with 16 criteria, through sample t-test and
multivariate regression. Surveys show that, from the point of view of the statistical community, the level
of realizability of contemporary mosques as a sign is at an average or even low level; So that the “physical”
dimension with an average of 3.19 has more realizability compared to the functional dimension, 2.98 and
the semantic dimension 2.74. Among the criteria, the criteria of “shape and form of building” with an
average of 3.524 and the criterion of “place identity” with an average of 2.014 have the highest and lowest
levels of realizability, respectively. The results of the research indicate that in the process of modernization
of cities, mosques hold secondary importance as symbolic elements of identity building, and by losing their
connection with the structure of the city and neighborhoods, their function has also changed.
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Introduction

Urbanscape, as the first field that the observer encounters in the city, is one of the most influential factors in
urban design. One of the symbolic elements in the urbanscape is the presence of mosques in Islamic cities
(Zah Tabchi ct al, 2022). The physical impact of these spaces in some periods of history was to the extent
of giving identity to the urbanscape and providing meaning to the environment, and it made it readable
and oriented. But the changes created in the architectural structure and contemporary urban planning have
transformed the appearance and image to the place of today’s mosque (Mahdavinejad et al 2015, 3). On the
other hand, considering the changes and transformations that occurred in the design of mosques and the
proposed innovations in the physical plan, elements and signs of this Islamic building and considering the
special place of this use in Iranian-Islamic culture, this research seeks to discover the role of the mosque in
the urban landscape from the point of view of Semiotics is to improve the visual and semantic quality of
urban landscapes.

Materials and Methods

In this research, which has been carried out using a descriptive-analytical method, the authors analyze the
position of traditional and contemporary mosques in the urbanscape of contemporary cities with the aim
of improving the visual and semantic quality of urbancapes and relying on semiotics and attention to the
design of mosques is emphasized in urban legibility. The statistical population of the research consists of
78 architecture and urban planning students of Zanjan Islamic Azad University in 2021-2022. The statistical
sample, comprising 65 individuals according to Cochran’s formula, was randomly selected from the statistical
population. In the descriptive part, the information was collected in a library and documentary manner
about the selected contemporary mosques in Tehran, and the statistical data were gathered by completing
a researcher-made questionnaire, which was prepared with an emphasis on the semiotics approach about
modern urban signs and mosques. The list of mosques studied in the research is presented in table (1).

Table 1. Selected contemporary mosques for research

University of Tehran Tarbiat Modares University
ARuNt ARYA
traditionalist traditionalist
Al-Ghadir Jame Zarabkhaneh
VAAT-VAVT ARA
historical historical
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Shahrak Gharb Al-Jawad
AR ey
Modern Modern
Imam Reza

Amir al-Mominin Y-V
AEAN
Neo-modern
Neo-modern

Discussion

The evaluations are based on the semiotics approach in the form of three dimensions “physical”, “functional”
and “semantic” with 16 criteria, through t-test statistical tests and multivariate regression. The research
criteria and the number of questions related to each criterion are presented in table (2):

Table 2. Research criteria and relevant questions

h
the Nu@ber Components Group Dimensions
of questions
Color of materials, Type of materials, Form and . .
I ’ . Physical-M: 1
4 shape of the building, Size and scale of the building ysieal-Matena )
Physical
Visibility of the building, The combination of the
2 o . . Background
building with the adjacent texture
2 Intensity of use, Type of use Functional Value
1 Using time Time Value Functional
2 Age group of users, Group of users Users
2 Collective memories, Behavioral camp Associative
Semantic
2 Sense of place, Place identity Perceptive

The evaluations indicate that, according to the students, the performance and visual elements of the
mosques have lower levels of achievability. Additionally, criteria related to the architectural aspects of the
mosques, particularly the shape and form of the structures, received the highest scores, while criteria related
to the symbolic dimension, such as the sense of place and identity, received the lowest scores. Therefore,
there is a need for reconsideration in the design of contemporary mosques, emphasizing their architectural,
functional, and symbolic dimensions.
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Results

The results of the sample T-Tech test for examining the status of all three physical, functional and semantic
dimensions show that the significance level obtained for all criteria is less than 0.05 and the results can be
generalized to the statistical population. In analyzing these findings, it can be explained that nowadays,
location, hierarchy of entry into mosque, color, type of materials, construction method, shape and form, its
size and scale, visibility and its combination with the adjacent texture have been given less attention. In some
cases, the viewers may confuse mosques with other cultural spaces. So that the space being a mosque can be
distinguished from its neighboring spaces only by its entrance sign. The buildings adjacent to mosques often
lack a connection to their spiritual atmosphere and original appearance, and sometimes they are made in the
form of taffeta woven separately from the adjacent fabric. Although this issue can serve as a sign of that
space due to its unique nature, no clear indication of its status as a mosque is evident in the urban landscape.

Conclusion

Based on the research results, the overall correlation between mosque architecture and identity and urban
aspects is weak, and the performance of mosques has declined. Mosques are not situated in suitable conditions,
and the physical and conceptual features of neighborhoods are inadequately defined. The neighborhood
center has been lost, and mosques are not recognized as prominent elements of the neighborhood identity.
Mosques are not the tallest structures in the city, and their connection with the urban fabric is weakening,
The design and placement of mosques do not meet the standards of scale and location, and the sense of
place and emotional attachment to mosques has diminished.
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