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Abstract

Ritual actions may be observed in both sacred and profane realms of social life. In both cases, the symbolic
quality of the action is a unique feature of ritual activities. The first point illustrates the principle that the
symbolic nature of ritual action is an essential element of this type of action: rituals allow people to develop
their thoughts and ideas and transfer them to one another, which serves as the basis for their formation.
In the data collection stage, this report has utilized documentary and library studies, and in the later stages,
the deductive reasoning method was employed. Finally, through the investigations and analyses, it can be
concluded that the traditional ritual content retains its place. It has been influenced by other factors such as
television, bedroom, fire, or fireplace (as seen in Lloyd Wright’s designs), and in terms of structure, there
has been no change in this fixed and stable existence of ritual within the home. The research method in this
article is based on qualitative methods and logical reasoning,
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Introduction

Even if religion is considered a traditional concept, the existence of this alleged unconscious will lead to its
manifestation in the new world, which will only change its meaning and not its essence.

In anthropology and sociology, ritual is described as a ceremonial act that is distinct from nonreligious and
worldly acts and carries religious meanings (Durkheim, 1956). Bocock believes that ritual is a practice with a
physical display that is related to symbols (Bocock, 1974). Goffman considers ritual broadly and obsetves it
in all social interactions of daily life.

In this way, beliefs - both religious and non-religious and mythological - are embodied and deepened as
rituals. In fact, the research seeks to answer the question, how significant is the impact of modernism on
changing religious ideas in the Iranian home? And these changes that occurred in the religious concepts in
the transition from tradition to modernity are related to the content or the structure, and furthermore, what
are the reasons for this?

Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental-theoretical with a qualitative approach. It involves collecting qualitative data
from scientific and library sources related to ritual spaces, using comparative reasoning to theoretically
extract fundamental values surrounding traditional and modern ritual spaces. The study is problem-oriented,
and adopts a descriptive-analytical method, referencing library sources to investigate specific ritual spaces in
houses and the impact of modernism on ritual ideas in home architecture.

Results

The article argues that modernization does not eliminate rituals and their atmosphere at home; rather, it
introduces new spaces and customs that conflict with the cultural nature of the house . It examines three
connections—iconographic, indexical, and symbolic—demonstrating modernity’s intent to create new home
rituals. The concept of the room and the individuality of rituals are explored symbolically. The modern
kitchen is identified as the space for daily display rituals, establishing relationships with other spaces. The
symbolic theme of the ritual corner, mentioned by Rappaport, is also present in modern home architecture.

Discussion
As mentioned before, three types of connections can be distinguished:
1) The Iconic connection of the modern house with the formality of modernity:

Claire Cooper Marcus defines the house as a symbol of man, he believes that people first use the body
and clothing as an external appearance to express themselves, and then unconsciously use the house as
symbolic bodily forms (AghaciMher et al, 2023). In the meantime, the private room during the Enlightenment
era is an emerging entity in European living culture (Periton, 2004, p. 138), which was celebrated as a
“modern” discovery in the 19th century; However, with the emergence of utopian social attitudes and the
emergence of anti-bourgeois tendencies, the opposition between private and collective space, the educated
high position for this exploration faced a serious challenge. (Fig.1)
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Fig 1: (Right Image: Interior design exhibited at the 1933 London Exhibition, Left Image: Marcel Guillermard’s
dining room exhibited at the 1925 Paris Art Nouveau Exhibition) (Sparke 2008

2) The symbolic connection of the modern house with the formality of modernity:

The analyses of Spark (2008) and Rice (2007) about the emergence and maturity of interior architecture in the
modern era from two different perspectives, agree on a common point, and that is what Benjamin from the
perspective of the inner force of bourgeois individuality and effort. His search for identity in the modern
metropolis has been discussed and Simmel has explained it from the perspective of the external isolating
and introverting forces of the metropolis (Rice, 2007; Sparke, 2008).

3) The profile connection of the modern house with the formality of modernity:

For this discussion, based on the breadth of modern kitchen literature (NariGhomi, 2015), we focus solely on
the issue of how the structure of the ratio of spaces in the modern home changed, based on the new ritual
position of consumption in the home. Although in some indigenous and pre-industrial cultures, the kitchen
is regarded as being on lower levels of space- for example, in Japan, where the whole house is sacred, the
kitchen and the toilet are considered to be in the lower levels of the space and should not be placed on the
“good” axes. Rapoport, 1969, p. 52) - The fact that the kitchen is a separate place cannot be considered to fall
within the domain of low affairs in the cosmic view of pre-industrial societies. (L'ig.2)
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Fig 2: The rise of working class tastes in America after World War II can be seen in these advertisements, both
of which advertise home refrigerators. In the first picture, the presented example has a simple and modernist
appearance, but in the second one, which is from four years later, the previous intellectual appearance has been
modified and the desired accessories have been used.

Conclusion

Regarding the discussion of ritual space at home, the distinction between modernity and tradition is not
a structural matter; That is, it is not the case that the processing of space in one is based on logic and the
other is based on religion: the main difference in this regard between tradition and modernity concerns the
content and not the structure, and this is the claim that this article examines modernist ideas and wotks. In
the field of housing, it is being clarified. The basic issue is whether it can be definitely claimed that the state
of modernity (from the Age of Enlightenment to today) in the field of housing has been based on semantic
instability. Examining the article about housing shows the opposite of this claim, which has been discussed
abundantly in the text of the article.
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