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Abstract

This study investigates neighborhood units in the old texture of Fasham and the new texture of Meygoon
Nou, comparing them with Islamic urban planning principles and the Western modernism. The research
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with data collected through field surveys and questionnaires. Results
indicate that the new texture of Meygoon Nou aligns more closely with Western modern urban planning,
while the old texture of Fasham retains traditional Islamic planning characteristics. This study highlights the
importance of considering socio-cultural factors in urban development and suggests policies to integrate
modern urbanization with traditional values for sustainable city growth. A deeper analysis of urbanization
trends and their socio-cultural impacts is presented to emphasize the necessity of informed urban planning;
The findings contribute to the discourse on urban design by examining the role of spatial organization and
architectural integrity in fostering community resilience and sustainable development.
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Introduction

Neighborhoods serve as critical spaces for social interaction and community identity. Islamic urban planning
emphasizes spirituality, community cohesion, and human-centric development, whereas Western modern
planning prioritizes functionalism and rationality. This study aims to provide insights into how traditional
and modern neighborhood units function within these paradigms and assess their strengths and weaknesses.
The role of urban design in fostering social interactions and preserving historical identity is a central focus.
Additionally, this research explores how global urbanization trends influence local spatial arrangements and

how hybrid models might bridge the gap between traditional and modern planning methodologies.

Methodology

This applied research employs a descriptive-analytical approach. The statistical population includes residents
over the age of 18 in Fasham and Meygoon Nou. The sample size, determined using the Cochrane formula,
comprised 200 respondents from each area. Data collection relied on questionnaires, structured interviews,
and field observations, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the neighborhoods’ dynamics. Statistical
tools, including SPSS, were used for data analysis to establish correlations between urban planning principles
and residential satisfaction. A mixed-method approach ensures robust validation of findings, integrating
qualitative and quantitative insights. Furthermore, comparative spatial mapping and in-depth interviews
with urban planners provide additional layers of analysis, offering deeper insights into the socio-spatial

dynamics at play in these urban areas.
Results

A comparative assessment based on social, cultural-religious, physical, and institutional indicators revealed
that Fasham scored 76.01, aligning more with Islamic principles, while Meygoon Nou scored 80.56, reflecting
Western modernist features. Factors such as social solidarity, sense of belonging, and religious presence
were stronger in Fasham, whereas Meygoon Nou exhibited characteristics like high-rise dominance and
vehicle-centric planning, The study found that Fasham’s traditional structure encourages social interaction
and security, while Meygoon Nou’s modern layout contributes to anonymity and reduced community

engagement.

Additionally, the lack of a defined neighborhood boundary in Meygoon Nou diminishes the sense of
ownership and belonging among its residents, further contributing to the decline in social interactions.
Unlike Fasham, where communal activities and religious gatherings play a central role, Meygoon Nou
lacks sufficient shared spaces, leading to weaker neighborhood ties. The variation in architectural styles
and lack of harmony among buildings in Meygoon Nou further highlight the contrast between the two
case studies, emphasizing the importance of traditional urban design in fostering cohesive communities.
The differences in land use policies, street connectivity, and public space integration further reinforce the

diverging approaches of these two urban textures.
Discussion

Fasham’s traditional urban structure fosters strong community ties and security, while Meygoon Nou’s

modern layout leads to social fragmentation. The results indicate that while modernization is essential for
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urban growth, disregarding historical and cultural contexts can lead to negative social outcomes. Preserving
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods, integrating green spaces, and maintaining cultural elements in city
planning can mitigate such effects. A balanced approach to urbanization ensures long-term sustainability

and the protection of cultural heritage.

Furthermore, urban planning strategies should consider the socio-economic dynamics shaping neighborhood
evolution. As cities expand, policies must address the role of mixed-use development, affordable housing,
and public transit in enhancing urban resilience. The study suggests that future urban projects should
prioritize inclusive planning processes, where residents actively participate in decision-making. This
participatory approach can help create spaces that reflect local needs while integrating modern infrastructure

improvements.

The findings highlight the necessity of re-evaluating zoning regulations and spatial planning guidelines to
foster a hybrid model where traditional values and contemporary urban requirements coexist. This balance
can be achieved through localized policy frameworks that support heritage conservation while allowing for
controlled modernization. The increasing reliance on technology-driven urban management tools, such as
GIS mapping and Al-assisted zoning regulations, presents an opportunity to blend historical urban layouts

with modern efficiency.

Moreover, addressing environmental sustainability in urban planning has become an imperative factor in
shaping resilient neighborhoods. Urban heatislands, pollution, and climate change challenges requite cities to
integrate green infrastructure solutions, such as rooftop gardens, permeable pavements, and energy-efficient
building materials. These elements not only enhance the environmental quality of urban neighborhoods but

also contribute to social well-being by creating aesthetically pleasing and livable spaces.

Another crucial aspect is the economic viability of urban design models. Fasham’s historically rooted
neighborhood framework supports local businesses and markets, ensuring economic sustainability, whereas
Meygoon Nou’s centralized commercial zones contribute to spatial segregation. Promoting mixed-use
developments and walkable commercial areas can strengthen local economies and provide job opportunities
within neighborhood units. Policymakers should also consider economic incentives to preserve traditional

structures while enabling adaptive reuse strategies that cater to modern urban demands.
Conclusion

This study underscores the necessity of preserving traditional urban planning elements in developing cities.
Municipal regulations should protect Fasham’s historical fabric, and further research should explore strategies
to integrate modern development with traditional principles. Planning policies must balance modernization
with cultural preservation to enhance urban sustainability. Future research should include comparative
studies with other cities and analyze the long-term effects of urban transformation on community cohesion
and sustainability. Ensuring a people-centered approach in urban planning will contribute to resilient and

culturally rich urban environments.

Additionally, city planners must consider how emerging global trends, such as smart city frameworks and
climate-responsive urban design, can be adapted to local contexts. Bridging the gap between historical
preservation and urban innovation requires interdisciplinary collaboration and a willingness to experiment

with hybrid urban models. Ultimately, integrating cultural, environmental, and technological considerations
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into planning strategies will be key to fostering cities that are both progtessive and rooted in their historical

and social identities.
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