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The mosque is, and will stay as, one of the key and vi-
tal elements in the Islamic culture. It plays a great role
in all aspects of worshiping, praying, creating a soci-
ety, solving social problems, and establishing a God-
ruled government. In fact, the mosque is the soul in
the body of its place and religion, and it is unfeasible
to separate the soul from the body. The design of the
traditional mosques was in such a way that the archi-
tects and artists, in addition to using special architec-
tural techniques, used all the then-available art
techniques to build a mosque whose components
would calm the worshipers and lead them to
strengthen their beliefs. In this work, the Safavid ar-
chitecture, one of the legendary periods in Iranian
and Islamic architecture, was selected and was re-
searched with a special emphasis on the existence of
a common denominator in the design of the earlier
traditional Iranian mosques. The objectives of this
study are hence: a) to identify, describe and explain
the physical component system of the code on the in-
dividual’s presence of the heart, and b) to identify the
physical mindfulness components in the mosques ar-
chitecture, and c) to identify the main characteristics
of the famous mosques. In order to achieve these
objectives, the researchers generally should seek to
answer two main questions: what are the mysterious
components of traditional Iranian mosques specifi-
cally? And what are the main physical components of
the Safavid mosques for ensuring the mindfulness and
the presence of the heart of individuals? In the pre-
sent study, a mixed exploratory method is used. The
effect of mosque’s physical component system and
each component’s signification on the presence of the
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heart in the Safavid mosques were investigated in de-
tail for answering the two questions above. According
to the "Likert scale”, two types of questionnaires
were designed. Then, a multi-criteria decision-making
method alongside the "Seca classification method"
were used to study the interrelation between the
aforementioned components and their effects in the
following Isfahan’s mosques: Imam Mosque as the
only asymmetrical mosque in the world that is the
summary of the traditions and patterns at its period
of construction; and Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque which
lacks any courtyards or minarets; Hakim Mosque,
which have many mihrabs and interesting brickworks
inside; and AghaNoor Mosque as the masterpiece of
the period. Our findings show that there is a signifi-
cant interrelation between the elements of physical
component system with the presence of the heart
and mindfulness of the prayers and masses. There-
fore, respecting all the elements of the physical com-
ponent system altogether would increase the
mindfulness and the presence of the heart in masses
of prayers, leading to the creation and strengthening
of the architectural patterns in harmony with human
needs and expectations in important religious places.
This, in turn, will lead to the recreation of Islamic-Ira-
nian architectural patterns, having a tremendous im-
pact on the development and deepening of religious
values in masses and boosting the motivation of wor-
shipers to continue attending the mosque.

Keywords: Mosque, Presence of the heart,
Architectural codes, Safavid mosques of Isfahan,
Physical component system.
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Table 1: Summary of theories in the field of “code”
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Table 2: Summary of research in each area of “mystery”
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Fig. 2: Conceptual model to study the effect of physical codes of mosque architecture on the presence of heart in worshipers
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Table 5: Plan, facade, section and three dimensions of selected mosques
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Fig.3: Graph of the main issues raised in both models of the questionnaire
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Table 6: Specifications of selected mosques
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Table 7: Numerical comparison of the mean of the calculated components in the questionnaires of professors and
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Table 8: Numerical comparison of the average of the components calculated in the questionnaire of mosque worshipers
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Table 9: Descriptive analysis of the data obtained from the professors' questionnaire
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Table 10: Descriptive analysis of the data obtained from the worshipers' questionnaire
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Table 11: The method of interpreting the intensity of the relationship in the method of multivariate analysis of variance

(Miller 2001)
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Fig. 4: Components examined

A Glie 9 5l —pgd ojled iy Jlo = (oMl (il e 5 (gslane Sy al


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/ciauj.5.2.51

[ DOI: 10.29252/ciaLj.5.2.51 ]

AWl b jaas cutS g dalue (gloxe 50, dlal)y wlisil
(Ol g0 jas dolus 155 3)50)

oo ose)l seodls s (298 DY g
Table 12: Friedman test data analysis output
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Table 13: Friedman test data analysis output
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Table 14: Data analysis using Spearman test obtained from both categories of questionnaires
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Fig. 5: Comparison of parameters affecting the presence of heart and decoding in mosques
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Table 15: Graphic analysis of the depth of separation from the material world and connection to the upper world in
selected mosques of research
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